
As the new City of Culture 2017, Hull has many famous 
sites, such as the Deep and the Marina, all of which are kept 
clean and tidy, but as the preparations for 2017 begin, some 
people wonder how Hull became the City of Culture?

In the city centre, down Whitefriargate and in Princess 
Quay, there are many empty shops, all left to rot, with paint 
coming off and the colours becoming rather dull over time. 
This is not the Hull that people want to see as their City of 
Culture. 

However, there are some lovely parts of Hull, like the 
Guildhall. Built in 1916 by Sir Edwin Cooper. It is an 
architectural building with classical statues of Gods and 
chariots, and is built using the Romanesque styled columns 
and bricks that give a historic feel to the area surrounding it.



The most well kept buildings in Hull 
are the historical and architectural 
ones. This is probably because they are 
council buildings, like the Guildhall 
and the Museums. This means 
that the council has a duty to keep 
them clean and tidy. However, the 
Museums - the Streetlife, Maritime, 
and Archaeological - are heights of 
tourism, which puts more pressure 
on the city council to keep them clean 
and tidy, so that if any tourists do visit, 
then they will enjoy the buildings 
more and will hopefully go back. 
Tourism is an important factor for 
cities such as Hull because it is tourism 
which boosts the businesses in the city 
centre, and as the new City of Culture 
2017, Hull has to show off its splendar 
and encourage tourism by organising 
various festivals and events for people 
to enjoy when they come to the city for 
the first time.

This statue was erected by the 
public in the memory of Queen 
Victoria after her death in 1901. 
Since then, this statue has been 
well kept in Queen Victoria square, 
named after this statue.

The Maritime Museum 
has been a favourite since 
it was built in 1872. It 
is now a Grade II listed 
building, which means 
it cannot be demolished 
without permission from 
the planning authority, 
and it is a special interest 
of the Architectural and 
Historical Buildings 
Society.

In contrast to the well 
kept buildings, Hull also 
has its share of badly kept 
areas, such as this building 
which is currently under 
maintance. As you can 
see in the image, there are 
other buildings down this 
street which are less well 
kept, and are beginning 
to look a eyesore, which 
does not give the City of 
Culture a good reputation.
There are many buildings like this in Hull, often closed down shops that are 
waiting to be let or are for sale, most of them in the shopping districts like 
St. Stephens or Princess Quay. The amount of closed down shops is due to 
the recent recession, which caused many businesses to become bankrupt or 
struggle to find business, which eventually led in them being closed down 
and the land has been left to become untidy and badly kept. It is places like 
this that make people wonder how Hull was chosen for the City of Culture 
2017, although a new question has been asked: will Hull use the £12 million 
from the City of Culture 2017 to improve buildings like this?

This nightclub used to be in 
business before the recession 
hit, or because the nightclub was 
situated in a place that is bad 
for business, but since then, it 
has been left to rot and is now 
unstable. This nightclub is on a 
side street close to the city centre, 
but because of this building 
having been left, the whole street 
has become an eyesore to any 
tourism. 


